






Marriages

Colleen Aguiar (1998) 
and Jacob Cecil on July 
5, 2008, in Chico.

Shani Akkerman (1993) and Paul 
Lancaster on June 21, 2008, in Tulare.

Katie Baker (2007) and Jeremy Hoff 
on Sept. 6, 2009, in Lodi.

Matthew Manna 
(2005) and Megan 
Kooyman in June 
2008, in Acampo.

Jeffrey Nohr (2005) and Catherine 
Hallada on Dec. 13, 2008, in Portola 
Valley.

Steven Rocca (1995) and Jenny Filter 
on June 7, 2008, in Cayucos.

Chanie Sutherland (2004) and 
Alessandro Greco (2003) on June 21, 
2008, in Auburn.

Daniel Waterhouse (1978) and 
Thomas Hayhurst on Oct. 29, 2008,  
in Fresno. 
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Class Notes

1970s
Bo Barrett (1971) and his father, 
Jim Barrett, were the subjects of 
the film “Bottle Shock” about their 
purchase of the historic Chateau 
Montelena Winery in Napa Valley 
(left) and prominence gained in a 
taste-off against fine French wine.

William J. Cox (1978), a professor and department extension leader 
in the Crop and Soil Science Department at Cornell University, received 
the Agronomic Extension Education Award from the American Society of 
Agronomy in Madison, Wis. His program focuses on grain management  
and corn silage hybrid and soybean variety testing in New York.

�9�V�I�L�Y�[���.�H�Y�Ä�L�S�K (1979) was appointed interim president of American 
Frozen Food Institute, a trade association and lobbying organization based 
in McLean, Va. The institute is the frozen food industry’s liaison to media, 
lawmakers and regulators.

Linda Lloyd Pitts’ (1973) award-winning 
painting, “The Vineyard” (right) was chosen 
by the Central California Winegrowers 
Association to represent the 2008 Fall 
Wine Cornucopia in Fresno. Pitts works in 
watercolor, inks and acrylics and sells online 
at Lindapittsart.com.

Greg Pruett (1979) has been elected by the 
board of directors of Pacific Gas and Electric 
Company as senior vice president  
of corporate relations. 

Erik Holland is 
well on his way to 
becoming a successful 
businessman, thanks 
in part to a generous 
scholarship from the 
Fresno State Alumni 
Association in 2004.

Holland, who grew up in Fresno, knew from the 
start what he wanted to do at Fresno State and 
after graduation. “I picked business initially because 
I knew it would offer me a wide array of career 
choices,” he says, “and I liked all of my classes,  
so I never had to change my major.”

Holland’s major was a perfect fit, just like his 
decision to attend Fresno State. He says, “Fresno 
State was the logical choice for many reasons. I 
wanted to stay in the Central Valley and I knew the 
Craig School of Business had a great reputation.”

His Alumni Association scholarship, funded through 
the dues paid by association members, helped him 
achieve his goals. “This scholarship made it much 
easier for me to focus on my education rather than 
worrying about finding a way to pay for tuition and 
books,” said Holland.

Like thousands of other Fresno State students, 
he participated in service-learning projects in the 
community, both of which were tied into his business 
classes. “For a nonprofit management class,” 
Holland says, “I volunteered at Children’s Hospital 
Central California over the course of a semester and 
specifically helped seek donations from businesses 
for the Kid’s Day annual golf tournament.

“The project that I completed for my marketing class 
involved ReadFresno. Two classmates and I put 

together a book drive at Garfield Elementary School 
in Clovis and ultimately collected over 4,500 books,” 
he says. ReadFresno promotes literacy by placing 
volunteers with elementary school children to help 
them improve reading skills.

Holland also worked part-time for Guarantee 
Real Estate, working his way up the ladder to 
managing the company’s disclosure and relocation 
departments.

After being awarded his bachelor’s degree in 2008, 
Holland began working on his Master of Business 
Administration and plans to graduate in December 
2009.  

“Education has always been an important part of my 
life,” Holland says, “so I would have to say that my 
parents and teachers did a great job of making me 
realize the importance of schooling.”

Holland has been an FSAA member since May 2008, 
joining thousands of other Bulldog alumni whose 
memberships help provide $100,000 in scholarships 
annually to bright, engaged students. The Fresno 
State Alumni Association leads the California State 
University system in scholarship giving.

The scholarships are presented at the Top Dog 
Alumni Awards Gala each fall, a black-tie event 
in the Save Mart Center that honors outstanding 
alumni. A highlight of the event is scholarship 
recipients sitting at tables for dinner with 
alumni, giving students some prime networking 
opportunities and thank-you time, while alumni get 
an opportunity to put faces on their generosity.      

To donate to the FSAA scholarship fund to help 
students like Eric Hollard, log on to  
www.fresnostatealumni.com. 

By Jessica Collins

Alumni scholarship helped
Erik Holland into a business career

    - Annual FSAA member
LIFE - FSAA life member
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No other event within my lifetime has affected our country the way the 
terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001 did. The security of our country was 
profoundly changed, and my appreciation of our freedom was shaken  
by the tragic events of that day.

I watched in horror with the rest of the nation as two planes hit the  
Twin Towers in New York City and another flew into the Pentagon. I heard 
about courageous passengers aboard United Flight 93 who diverted a 
fourth plane from its intended target in Washington, D.C., by confronting 
the hijackers and crashing their airliner into a Pennsylvania field, killing  
all aboard.

We lost two Fresno State alumni that sad day. 
    • Todd Beamer was aboard Flight 93. He was the one heard on   
       a cell phone call saying, “Let’s roll,” as he and fellow passengers  
       advanced on the cockpit. 
    • Navy Lt. Cmdr. Otis Vincent “Vince” Tolbert (Class of 1985) died  
       while on duty as an intelligence officer at the Pentagon when it  
       was struck. 

Pentagon 9/11 memorial  
honors sacrifice of alumnus  
Vince Tolbert

In his daughter’s words 
Lt. Cmdr. Vince Tolbert’s daughter, Amanda, shared these memories 
of her father for a Washington Post 9/11 memorial Web site:

Everything about my dad made me feel safe. His 
arms were so big, warm and strong they would 
swallow me in a hug, and I loved it. In my 9-year-
old eyes he was invincible, larger than life. I never 
worried about ‘bad guys’ at night because I had my 
dad. I had the person who showed me unconditional 
love no matter what I did, someone I could be myself 
with, ‘Star Wars’ fan included. He was a man filled 
with integrity and a love for the Oakland Raiders. 
And my family wouldn’t have had it any other way.

http://projects.washingtonpost.com/911victims/otis-vincent-tolbert/

Like most other Americans, 9/11 left me with a sense of loss and 
overwhelming sadness for our country and for the families of those who 
died. I thought, “So many precious lives taken without warning.” 

It was a definite wake-up call for all of us to enjoy every moment with our 
loved ones and not take them for granted. I heard that message loud and clear. 

When I traveled to Washington with my husband, Troy (1995), I wanted to 
visit the Pentagon Memorial honoring Lt. Cmdr. Tolbert and the others who 
lost their lives there. As we were landing in D.C., I remember thinking how 
the plane was in the direct flight path of the Pentagon and how easy it 
would be for the plane to fly into it. It was eerie.

From afar, I saw the small number of freshly planted trees that someday 
will shade the memorial courtyard. When I entered the courtyard, there 
was a proclamation dedicating it to the memory of the 184 people who 
died, each listed by name and birth year.  

At first glance, the memorial benches look like individual diving boards. 
The design represents the wing of an airplane. Each bench has an 
illuminated pool of water underneath and is engraved with the victim’s 
name. The memorial benches are in rows, based on the person’s 
birthdate, and are aligned so 59 face away from the building, representing 
those on the plane, and the other 125 face the Pentagon, where the 
people they honor served and died. 

As I walked around the courtyard, people spoke reverently, with hushed 
voices, as if not to disturb the memory of the victims or the thoughts of 
those paying their respects. 

After some searching, I found Lt. Cmdr. Tolbert’s bench. We took a moment 
to reflect on who he was and what he did, and I said a little prayer for 
his family. He was just 38 years old and he and his wife, Shari, had two 
daughters and a son.  

I took a few photos to bring back to campus and continued viewing the 
benches honoring others. 

The Pentagon Memorial was simple in construction, but each element 
was significant in its own way, paying homage to each victim and bringing 
each one alive to visitors. As an American citizen and proud member of 
the Bulldog community, I feel a deep desire to say thank you to those who 
that day sacrificed their lives for our freedom. 

May they all rest in peace!

— Sheryl Root is a data entry operator in  
     University Development at Fresno State.

By Sheryl Root



1980s
Cathy (Carothers) Baur (1982) was 
appointed associate vice president of 
communications at California State 
University, San Marcos.

Keith Dyas (1989) of Rosamond was 
reappointed by Gov. Schwarzenegger to the 
Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control 
Board, formed to protect groundwater from 
contamination. Dyas, an environmental engineer 
at Edwards Air Force Base, also is a director 
of the Antelope Valley-East Kern Water Agency 
and vice chairman of the Kern County Water 
Resources Committee.

Jeffrey Eben (1985), former Fresno deputy 
mayor, has been named interim president and 
CEO of the Fresno City and County Convention 
and Visitors Bureau.

Suzanne Moreno (1989, 2000) LIFE 
was appointed executive director of 
Fresno-based Encourage Tomorrow 
(encouragetomorrow.org), which provides 
mentoring for educational programs 
to help students and families become 
resilient and maintain healthy lifestyles.

Giang Nguyen, (1989) director of Fresno 
County’s Department of Behavioral Health since 
2005, was appointed to the California State 
Rehabilitation Council by Gov. Schwarzenegger. 
She is a former clinical instructor of registered 
nursing students at Fresno State. 

Donna Oreizi (1982), MSW, joined Cancer Care 
Associates in Fresno where she helps patients 

cope with the reality of their disease. Oreizi’s 
social work career in health care includes 
teaching at Fresno Pacific University and  
Fresno City College.

Daniel Silva’s (1983) 
“Moscow Rules,” a thriller 
about art restorer and Israeli 
assassin Gabriel Allon, 
debuted at No. 1 on the New 
York Times fiction bestseller 

list in 2008. His books have been translated 
into more than 25 languages. Silva’s next novel 
featuring Allon, “The Defector,” will be published 
in July 2009.

Winemaker Eric Stern (1987) and assistant 
Greg Stach created Landmark Vineyard's 
Damaris Reserve (2006) Chardonnay, which 
was served at the G-20 Summit state dinner at 
the White House, hosted by President George 
W. Bush.
 
1990s
Donald Bain (1992) has been named 
preconstruction director in the Sacramento 
office of McCarthy Building Companies Inc.

Mike Briggs (1991),  
a former California Assembly 
member and Fresno City 
Council member, hosts  
a talk show on www.
CentralValleyTalk.com, 

an Internet-based radio/video network 
headquartered in Fresno.

John Hernandez (1996)    , 
executive director of the 
Central California Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce was 

selected as the United States Hispanic Chamber 
of Commerce Executive of the Year for Region 1. 
The region covers California, Nevada, Oregon, 
Washington, Idaho, Alaska and Hawaii. 

Dr. Matthew A. Jendian (1991)   , a Fresno 
State sociology professor, has published 
“Becoming American, Remaining Ethnic: 
The Case of Armenian-Americans in Central 
California” (LFB Scholarly Publishing; $65). 
Jendian also was included in “Menk,” an 
encyclopedia of biographies of prominent 
scholars of Armenian origin.  

Christopher Lake (1996) is director of Umpqua 
Community College’s Southern Oregon Wine 
Institute, which is planning a learning vineyard 
and an incubator to help startup wineries.

Richard Lewis (1993), a 15-year technology 
executive, has been named chief information 
officer by Tamalpais Bank, based in San Rafael. 

Richelle Noroyan (1992) was appointed 
a district director in the office of California 
Assembly member Ira Ruskin, who represents 
parts of Santa Clara and San Mateo counties.

John Tashjian’s (1992) LIFE recently published 
poetry collection, “Heads and Tails: From 
Chaos to Order” (Publish America, $16.95), 
is dedicated to Dr. Peter Everwine, professor 
emeritus of English at Fresno State. 

Class Notes
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               Send us your e-mail

The Fresno State Alumni Association (FSAA) relies primarily on e-mail  
to notify everyone of events, programs and services.  

If you would like to receive info online from FSAA, simply e-mail  
Katie Johnson at kajohnson@csufresno.edu and let her know. Be  
sure to include your full name, graduation year or years you attended.  

Worried about spam? FSAA limits the amount of e-mail correspondence 
to alumni. On the first Tuesday of each month, you’ll receive our award-
winning e-newsletter, Bulldog Byte, which includes one month full of 
activities and events.  

Whenever possible the FSAA limits its correspondence to items that  
are relevant to your region, class year and/or major.  

Tweets, podcasts connect campus and alumni

It’s easier than ever to stay connected to campus and to fellow  
Fresno State alumni.  

	 • The Fresno State Alumni Association has launched ’DogCast,  
		  a podcast dedicated to delivering the latest academic and cultural  
		  presentations on campus right into your ear buds. Included are  
		  lectures from the Ethics Center, Café Scientifique, Lyles Center for  
		  Innovation and Entrepreneurship and more. To download this podcast  
		  go to http://itunesu.csufresno.edu/iTunesU/. Click on the guest  
		  users link.  

	 • Tweet, Tweet! No, we haven’t added an aviary to campus. The  
		  Alumni Association and FresnoStateNews.com are now on  
		  Meet all your Fresno State alumni microblogging needs at  
		  http://twitter.com/FresnoStateAlum. The latest in campus news to  
		  your cell phone or computer is available at http://twitter.com/ 
		  fresnostatenews.

.
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As 2,200 seniors buzzed with excitement about graduation, the Fresno 
State Alumni Association (FSAA) was there – complete with a climbing 
wall and festive steel-drum band – to help with their transition from 
students to alumni. 

Fresno State’s annual Grad Fair in spring is not a circus, although the 
Army’s climbing wall and that band with the lively Caribbean-influenced 
music might have made students think so. 

The event gives students an opportunity to purchase Grad Packs and 
graduate apparel and to receive information about Career Services and 
graduate programs. Grad Packs contain a one-year Alumni Association 
membership, an alumni license plate frame, a t-shirt and coupons for 
graduation apparel. 

“Membership in the FSAA allows alumni to stay connected to the 
university and with other alumni through events, the alumni directory 
and much more,” says Denise Nunez, the association’s membership 
coordinator. 

“Recent graduates who join the FSAA start out ahead because they have 
access to an alumni network,” adds Nunez. “Fresno State alumni love to 
support each other. By staying connected through FSAA, alumni have a 
greater opportunity to meet other alumni and further their careers.”     

Rita Bocchinfuso-Cohen, director of Career Services, hosted a table at 
Grad Fair, but that’s not the only beneficial connection between her office 
and the Alumni Association. 

“During Grad Fair our office promoted career-preparation workshops,” 
says Bocchinfuso-Cohen. “This year we promoted a new workshop that 
we’re very proud of on how to work toward a ‘green’ career.”

Industries are developing around sustainable products and services, 
encouraged both by environmental and economic needs. The workshop 
helped soon-to-be Fresno State alumni understand the opportunities and 
how to take advantage of them.

Career Services and the Alumni Association also cohosted a networking 
mixer as a follow-up to Grad Fair to teach students and recent grads 
“how to work a room.” This event helped individuals learn how to make 
the most out of networking opportunities and how to conduct themselves 
during a mixer-type event.

“We’re serious about our slogan, ‘Connected for Life,’ so we try to 
provide our FSAA members with useful information and gatherings long 
after they leave the campus,” says Nunez. “We’re always looking for 
partnerships with campus offices and organizations that help promote 
our members’ success in careers and life.”

Alumni Association adds to  
graduation buzz with an islands beat

By Lorenzo Reyna

Find pre- and mid-career help from FSAA

Especially in times like these when finding a job can be a challenge, 
Fresno State students and alumni have powerful allies in Career Services 
and the Fresno State Alumni Association.

Both offer numerous programs to help give people an advantage  
in seeking employment.

While students are well aware of how Career Services can help them 
get started in careers after graduation, alumni may not know about 
opportunities the same division offers for them.

Even though their needs may be different, alumni and students 
are encouraged to attend career expos and workshops, and utilize 
BulldogLink, the Web-based job search program. The online service helps 
alumni and students to locate job openings and also offers an uploadable 
résumé form, employer contact information and other key information.  
Register at https://csufresno-csm.symplicity.com/employers.

Each semester, Career Services hosts an expo on 
campus open to both students and alumni. In Spring 
2009, 1,800 students and alumni took the opportunity 
to meet potential employers representing more than 
100 regional businesses.      

Career Services also conducts spring and fall semester workshops on 
résumé writing, interview techniques, graduate school preparation and 
networking. A list is available at www.csufresno.edu/careers.  

The Fresno State Alumni Association offers opportunities for networking 
with other alumni and members of the professional community by visiting 
the FSAA Web site and choosing from among several online communities 
or attending FSAA-sponsored events. The FSAA also offers confidence-
building programs in dinner etiquette and one-on-one or small-group 
mentoring in how to use meetings effectively. 

— Lorenzo Reyna

Adrian Ramirez and
Christine Fluter



Class Notes
2000s
Diko Chekian (2004) was one of 
seven recipients of a 2008 Fresno 
Mayor’s Zero Waste and Recycling 
Award, for what his company, 
Prestige SurfaceWorks, has 
done in its countertop and other 
surfaces fabrication process to 
reclaim and reuse water.

Neil Gibson (2005) was assigned 
by the Department of State as a 
consulate officer at the United 
States Embassy in Manila, 
the Philippines: a two-year 
assignment in one of the
largest American embassies.

Scott Graham (2005), 
CEO of XPACS (Xtreme 
Personal Assistant Concierge 
Services), was the 2008 
Entrepreneur in Residence 
at the Lyles Center for 

Innovation and Entrepreneurship.

Ronda Hamm (2000) was 
awarded the the Entomological 
Foundation International Congress 
on Insect Neurochemistry 
and Neurophysiology Student 

Recognition Award in Insect 
Physiology, Biochemistry, 
Toxicology, and Molecular 
Biology. She is a senior biologist 
in pest management at Dow 
AgroSciences in Indianapolis. 

Raymond Ibrahim (2000, ’02) 
was appointed associate director 
of the Philadelphia-based Middle 
East Forum (www.meforum.
org), overseeing programs and 
projects and serving as associate 
publisher for the Middle East 
Quarterly. He will do original 
research and write about radical 
Islam and jihad based on doctrinal 
and historical viewpoints.

Nate Jordon 
(2004) was 
appointed 
president of 
Monkey Puzzle 
Press in Boulder, 
Colo.

Vincent Mays Jr., (2007) also 
known as V Mayz, is co-CEO  
of Rockstar Ent and pursuing  

a career in the music industry 
after playing defensive back for 
the Bulldog football team.

Jenna Nielsen (2005) was 
appointed communications 
director for California Assembly 
member Ted Gaines, R-Roseville.

Ben Parmentier 
(2008) is a 
legislative 
assistant 
for housing, 
financial 

services, veterans’ affairs, the 
budget and taxes. Parmentier 
began interning in Rep. Jim 
Costa’s (D-Calif.) (1974) district 
office while in college and then 
worked on the congressman’s  
re-election campaign before 
moving to Washington.

Oscar Ramos (2003) launched 
Ramos Torres Wines and opened a 
tasting room in Kingsburg, where 
visitors can sample chenin blanc, 
syrah, grenache and zinfandel 
vintages. The wine is available at 
www.ramostorres.com.

Norma Verduzco (2004) was 
appointed operations project 
director for Family HealthCare 
Network responsible for ensuring 
that projects become operational 
and are implemented in the 
network’s 11 central San Joaquin 
Valley health centers.

Miscellaneous
Ronald Oliveira was named 
senior vice president and 
regional agribusiness manager 
at Rabobank in Salinas. He 
previously was president of Axio 
Financial Network and senior 
vice president and community 
banking manager for Union Bank 
of California. 

Payton Williams, a Bulldog 
football player (1996-99) who 
played professionally before 
becoming a lawyer in Bakersfield, 
has joined the National Collegiate 
Athletic Association in Indianapolis 
as assistant director of academic 
and membership services.
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In memoriam

Harry Buyuklian 
(1949) on Oct. 7, 
2008.

Lorene (Smallwood) 
Cannon (1986) on 
Aug. 7, 2008. 

Dr. Phillip Coulston 
(1967) on Aug. 24, 
2008.

Allen Cropsey (1951)  
on Sept. 28, 2008.

Don Duncan (1953) 
on Sept. 28, 2008.

Dorothy Garrett on 
July 16, 2008.

Daniel Gilio on  
Dec, 2, 2008.

Justice Thomas 
Harris on Nov. 12, 
2008.  

Robert Hill on  
Dec. 5, 2008.

Merrill Howe on  
Aug. 12, 2008. 

Renate Jarl (1975) on 
Aug. 6, 2008. 

John Kanaley (2001)  
on March 19, 2009.

Robert J. “Bob” Long 
(1961) on  
Nov. 26, 2008.

Ruth Lyles on  
Oct. 3, 2008.

William Marks (1958)  
on Oct. 27, 2008.   

Perry Newlen on  
July 7, 2008. 

Kenneth Nilmeier on 
Sept. 30, 2008.

Albert Pratt (1950) on 
July 14, 2008.

Richard Riley (1961)  
on Sept. 20, 2008. 

Marco Scalzo (1983) 
on March 6, 2009.

Mary Stephens on 
Sept. 28, 2008.

Nellie Survera on 
Aug. 10, 2008.

Mildred Florence 
Venables  
on Oct. 21, 2008.

Roy Vogt on  
Dec. 20, 2008.

FSAA joins athletics to build Bulldog spirit
The game was in overtime and tension in the Save Mart Center was 
as thick as the enthusiasm was infectious for Fresno State’s men’s 
basketball Bulldogs.

Needless to say, no one left until the very end of what was an 
exciting first-ever Fresno State Alumni Association-promoted 
basketball game. 

The spirit was willing, but it wasn’t enough to prevent a loss to 
tough Western Athletic Conference opponent Utah State.  

And the loss didn’t dim Alumni Association hopes to offer Alumni 
Nights at future Bulldog intercollegiate sports events.

FSAA Associate Director Sarah Woodward says it is important for 
alumni to stay connected to the university and sports is one fun way 
to do it. “It reminds alumni that we’re here and that we’re excited to 
get them back on campus,” she adds.

“Alumni games like this one also provide our members the 
opportunity to take advantage of discounted tickets,” says Woodward, 
noting that 60 spirited alumni showed up in their cardinal and blue  
to cheer on the Bulldogs in the inaugural Alumni Night.

Watch the FSAA Web site, Facebook and Twitter for invitations to 
future Alumni Nights.

— Jessica Collins
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ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
Board of Directors

Executive Board: 
President Judy Sharp Bennett LIFE,  
Past President Valerie Vuicich (BA 1979) 
LIFE, Vice President/Alliances and 
Leadership Development Doug Yavanian 
(BA 1965) LIFE, VP/Alumni House 
Richard Whitten, MD (BS 1961) LIFE,  VP/ 
Finance Brad Fischer (BS 1981) LIFE, VP 
Membership and Marketing Clyde Ford (BS 
1980, MBA 1984) LIFE, VP/Special Events 
Maureen Lewis (BS 1995) LIFE

At-large directors: 
Lauren Chalmers (BA 2005) LIFE, Mel Dias 
(BA 1971) LIFE, Caroline (Cuadros) Edwards 
(BA 1965, MA ’90) LIFE,  Bret Engelman 
(BS 1996, BS ’99) LIFE, April Fernandez 
(BA 2004), Warren Fortier (BS 1996, MBA 
’98) LIFE, Frank Gallegos (BA 1987), Diana 
Gomez (BA 1988) LIFE, Karri Hammerstrom 
(MPA 1997) LIFE, Betsy Kimball (BS 1973) 
LIFE, Carol Machado (BA 1970) LIFE, 
Suzanne Moreno Alvarado (BA 1989, MBA 
2000) LIFE, Stephen Ortega (BA 1990, MBA 
2005) LIFE, Dr. Arthur A. Parham (BS 1971) 
LIFE (faculty), Rosendo Pena (BA 1977) 
LIFE, Deborah (Koligian) Poochigian (BS 
1974) LIFE, Diana Sorondo (BA 1991) LIFE, 
Adam Stirrup (BA 2003, MA ’05) LIFE

Ex-officio members: 
University President Dr. John D. Welty; Vice 
President, University Advancement Dr. Peter 
N. Smits; Fresno State Alumni Asociation 
Executive Director Jacquelyn Glasener 
(MA 2002) LIFE; Associated Students Inc. 
President Graham Wahlberg 

Association staff: 
Executive Director Jacquelyn Glasener, 
Associate Director Sarah Woodward (BA 
2002) LIFE, Alumni Outreach Administrator 
Katie Johnson (BA 2003) LIFE, Interim 
Office Manager Elizabeth (Ragandac) 
Salvador (BA 2000), Membership Data 
Coordinator Denise Nunez, Smittcamp 
Alumni House Manager Lois May, Programs 
and Events Assistant Peggy Ramos, Student 
Assistants - Natalie Dennis. Lia Bigano, 
Sarah Mohr

CONTACT INFORMATION
Fresno State Alumni Association
California State University, Fresno
Smittcamp Alumni House
2625 E. Matoian Way SH124
Fresno, CA 93740-8000
Telephone: 559.278.2586
Fax: 559.278.6790
Online and links to Twitter, Facebook  
and LinkedIn social networks:  
www.fresnostatealumni.com

The Fresno State Alumni Association 
receives photos from alumni who are 
visiting or working in places around the world.

They’re people like:

Katie Harrington (2008), who received a Bachelor of 
Science in kinesiology and promptly departed for London 
on a trip that was a graduation gift from her parents. 

Shiena Polehn (1969), who taught English as a second 
language for 25 years and has traveled the world 
enthusiastically thanks to the inspiration of two Fresno 
State geography professors. “Dr. Richard Montgomery 
explained the U.S. college system to me (I came from 
England) and Dr. Chester Cole set his alarm clock for the 
wee hours of the morning to talk to the registrar of my 
British college and pry out another 12 units of credit for 
me,” says Polehn. She’s been to the ends of the earth, 
including Antarctica where she posed with a whale 
skeleton.

Air Force Lt. Col. Robert S. Spalding (1993), who 
brought a Bulldog flag into the military cafeteria in 
Baghdad, Iraq, to join flags from other American colleges.

Chris Housepian (2004), who showed his Bulldog pride 
on the Ponte Vecchio in Florence, Italy, where he traveled 
on his honeymoon. 

Army Maj. Kevin Polosky (1998), who writes from 
Afghanistan, where he displayed a shirt celebrating the 
Bulldogs’ baseball national championship: “I wouldn’t 
change what I do for the world, and I have the most 
supportive understanding family a person could ask for. 
Being able to support my country, and the tremendous 
soldiers I serve next to every day is truly an amazing 
experience that is hard to put into words. I hope and  
pray that in some small way I can make a difference in 
places like Afghanistan and Iraq, and in the lives of the 
soldiers with whom I serve. I have been a huge Bulldog 
fan for a long time, starting when my brother arrived  
at Fresno State.”

FresnoState Magazine wants to encourage alumni bringing their Bulldog pride to special places 
in the U.S. and beyond. So this issue we’re launching “Off the leash,” where we’ll display your 
displays of pride. Photo at the top of the page was taken by a proud alumna in Hawaii. 

E-mail (llarson@csufresno.edu) jpg-format images that are at least 300 dpi (higher resolutions 
better) showing where in the world you are.

Chris Housepian

Shiena Polehn

Katie Harrington
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Tree portraits
Saucer magnolia - Magnolia x soulangiana
This tree on the east side of the  
Thomas Administration Building  
displays a shower of blossoms,  
signaling spring’s imminent  
approach. The picture  
is painted in opaque 
watercolor on colored 
mat board.

Illustrator Doug Hansen teaches in the university’s Department of Art and Design  
and is the author and illustrator of the recently published “Mother Goose in California.”

The Fresno State campus, with about 4,000 trees, was designated an arboretum in 1978.  
We invite the campus community and alumni to write about a favorite tree at Fresno State  
to be illustrated in “Tree portraits.” Contact Hansen at dhansen@csufresno.edu or 559.278.2817.

The large, 
goblet-shaped 
flowers have  
a silky exterior.

Each January, new buds 
appear on the bare limbs 
of my favorite tree by the 
Thomas Administration 
Building. About a month later, 
the buds become a cheerful 
mass of showy large white, 
tulip-shaped flowers tinged 
with pink and purple. Flowers 
are followed by light green 
leaves that shade bedding 
plants in summer and 
then dry out and fall off in 
November. This annual cycle 
reminds me of the rhythm of 
the academic year: each year 
is a new version of the same 
events in a similar time frame.   

Sydney Jackson is the 
director of Governmental 
Relations at Fresno State.
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